
 
September                             Speaker Finder   Grace & Thanks 
  
                                            
  

Monday 4th Normal Meeting    David Walton    Bernard Johnson 
 

Monday    11th    Normal Meeting     Brenda Burton   Bridget Hunt 
 

Thursday  14th    Council  
 

Monday    18th  Business Meeting 
 

Monday    25th Normal Meeting      Anne Baker      Peter Osborn 
 

 
    

October 
 

Monday       2nd   Normal Meeting     Sue Poslethwaite   Roger Rose 
 
Monday       9th    Normal Meeting      John Wilson         Martin Iliffe 
 
Thursday   12th    Council 
 
Monday     16th  Business Meeting 
 
Monday     23rd  Normal Meeting     District Governor  David Haynes    
 
Monday     30th   Normal Meeting    Ted Wilson        Peter Hammond 
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Club Photos from the past 31st July 
 
On Monday July 31st our speaker finder had a problem as his 
chosen speaker was unable to attend the meeting.  So Steve 
“being Steve” came up with a novel idea. After a quick word 
with the club archivist he suggested bringing along the club 
photograph albums and scrapbooks, prepared over many years 
by various past and present members of our club, covering a 
period from 1952 to the present day.  After a lovely lunch of 
salmon and peach melba tables were quickly cleared and 5 al-
bums plus 9 scrapbooks were distributed across four tables for 
members to peruse at their leisure.  After much reminiscing and 
chatter, this proved to be a very pleasant experience, especially 
for our more senior members.  Some even suggested that as 
they didn’t have time to see all of the books that this could be 
repeated at a meeting later in the year, or maybe next year. 
 

 
Samaritans (Charity) -7th August - Lawrence Warnock 
 
It was good to have a another Samaritan talk to the club about 
their work—particularly in Leicester.  The last time being August 
2014 by John Wilcox Co-Director of the Leicester Branch. 
 
The Samaritans  were founded in 1952 by Chad Varah—a vicar 
in London based on an experience he had as a Curate in Lincoln 
and until 2002 were purely known as Samaritans after which 
they were renamed Samaritans (Charity).  Within 10 years 
there were 40 branches and by 2011 had 203 with some 
20,600 volunteers (who operate from their branches) offering a 
24 hour service on the phone 365 days a year. 
Leicester where he operated from were this year celebrating 
their 53 year of service.  
He highlighted many incidents that they encounter which cover, 
Stress—Self harm—and depression to name but a few.  He 
stressed like John Wilcox that they never give their true name 
when on the phone nor that they advise what the person mak-
ing the call should do but do spend as long as the caller likes 
talking their problem through.  And interestingly enough will 
never call back - as it could be another person that answers the 
phone.  It is for the caller to be proactive.   
 
 



In 2014, Samaritans received 5,100,000 calls for help, by 
phone, email, text, letter, minicom, or face-to-face at a branch, 
through their work in prisons, and at local and national festivals 
and other events by one of their 21,200 volunteers.  
The Leicester address being;-  
1a Elmfield Avenue, Leicester  LE2 1RB  for those in distress  
 and can be contacted on 0116 270 0007. 

 
Closure of Enterprise Centre 
 
The Enterprise Centre—rated by Ofsted as outstanding has 
been forced to close due to lack of funds. 
The Centre offered support to children from surrounding 
schools with a range of learning and behavioural needs.   
But falling numbers from its main supporter Lutterworth College 
and tight budgeting in all schools meant that it failed to attract 
sufficient pupils to pay its way, despite an extensive appeal on 
local media for a sponsor, and the four teachers who had made 
considerable personal financial sacrifices to keep it running. 
 
Delivery of filled shoe boxes for Little Faces 
 
John and Sue Turner delivered 60 filled shoe boxes plus over a 
100 teddies and other goodies to Sally Harrison from “Little 
Faces”.  
 
These will go as part of the 
annual shoe box consignment 
to Little Faces school in Mom-
basa, Kenya & will arrive in 
time for distribution before 
Christmas.  
    
 
 
 
The photo shows Sally Harri-
son receiving the boxes from Sue Turner & Olive Perkins who 
co-ordinated the box filling.   
 

 
 



Frank in the Isle of Wight 
 
A short break in the sun 
with Rotarian Rose’s 
grand kids.  
 
He is seen having a 
closer look at a dino-
saur’s fossilised foot 
found at the bottom of a 
cliff by the kids while on 
holiday there this sum-
mer. 

 
 
 

Big Bike Ride 20th August 
 
How lucky can we be by having such good weather for this 
Rotary event for the sixth year running. 
Five hundred and forty cyclists set forth from Misterton Hall 
to cycle one of four routes offered – 11 – 23 – 39 and 62 
miles in bright sunshine finishing back at Misterton at mid-
day to a well earned Hog Roast 
provided by Neil Green     Cater-
ing, the event’s main spon-
sor.  Drinks, cream tea and ice 
cream were also available. 
Thanks to Mrs Craven we were 
able to use her well manicured 
lawn to relax and look out on the 
lake which gave us a wonderful 
view across the beautiful Hall 
grounds. 
The Big Bike Ride has become an 
ever more popular annual event 
and this year attracted over 100 
more cyclists. Each year has seen 
more riders tackling the longer routes and this year more 
than half the cyclists chose the 62 mile route.  
 
It is hoped that the event will have raised over £4,000  



 
which will support the work of Epilepsy  
Action, Rotary Disabled Sports and other 
Rotary supported charities.  
We hope that in twelve months time we are 
again blessed with such good weather.  
It certainly beats cycling in the rain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to Mrs Craven for her hospitality 
in the use of her grounds and also John 
Turner who organised yet another very  
successful event. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lutterworth Big Bike Ride Statistics 
Entry Stats 

 

Year   11 Mile  23 Mile  39 mile  62 Mile  No shows  Grand Total 
 
2012 No Statistics 
2013      55          79          126          124                        384 
2014      87          61          124          124          15          411 
2015     100         94          124          110           6           434 
2016      57(21f)  88(39f)  105(16f)  145(15f)   9            404 
2017     (27)        (84)       (74)         (143)        15          534     
 
For 2016 “f” represents female entries 
 

 
On the Day entries: 
   2013:239     2014:263     2015:227     2016:210     2017:336 



For 2017 bracketed figures of “who did what distance” relate to  
“on the day” entries only  Online entries were predominantly for 
the 62 and 39 mile routes. 
  
Total number doing the 62  mile route will have been well over 
250.   
  
Numbers include both adults and children. 
 
Inner Wheel News We say goodbye to two members. 

Diana Dalby Club correspondent writes - 
 
Margaret Hardy 1925-2017 
Margaret joined Inner Wheel in the 
1960s and rarely missed a meeting. 
She served as President, Treasurer 
and Club Correspondent. She sup-
ported all Club projects and fund 
raising and until the last year en-
joyed taking part in the Games 
Competition.  
At Coffee Mornings she took charge 
of the Bric-brac stall and was keen 
to get the right price. She served 
for many years on the Cancer Re-
search Committee and  Lutterworth 
Hospital League of Friends. Always a busy lady she will be 
missed by her friends at IW.  
 
Edith Islip 1920-2017 
Edith joined Inner Wheel in 1954, the last surviving found-
er member of our Club. After her  years in Walton she 
moved to Surrey with her second husband, returning on 
his death to become Club President in 1998. Always well 
presented, this thoughtful and genteel lady, was a mem-
ber when hats and gloves were worn to meetings. A con-
trast to her days in WW2 driving the canteen lorry to 
Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome. Edith also worked in the local 
community providing teas and outings for the elderly and 
the youngsters at the Crescent Road Children’s Home. Be-
ing a great cook, needle woman and flower arranger she 
was a very useful member.  Helping June White create 



our flower arrangement at Rockingham 
Castle a few years ago. Edith tried to 
keep the Club on the straight and nar-
row, often referring to the Rule Book 
but would quote ‘We are not a fund 
raising Organisation—we are just Good 
Friends’. As her health began to fail 
and offered honorary membership her 
reply was “I wish to be a fully paid up 
member”. The end of an era. 
  
 
Sherrier School Projects 

 
 
 

Hugh Robertson Smith, Bernard John-
son, Elaine and George Turner and 

Michelle and Mark Janssens assembled 
the picnic table and bench and posi-

tioned it in the junior playground 
 
 
 

while 
 
 

 
 
 

John Howell, John, Elaine and 
George Turner plus Michelle 

from the school spent an after-
noon dragging pond weed out of 

the pond, pruning overgrown 
shrubs and clearing yet more  

nettles .  
 
                                          
 

                  Picture of earlier project on the pond. 
 



Stroke Association - Ruth Tandy 21st August 
 
Stroke Association is the UK’s leading charity dedicated to con-
quering a stroke. There are more than 100,000 strokes in UK 
every year; that is around one stroke  every 5 minutes. A stroke 
is a brain attack where the blood flow to the brain is disrupted 
by either a block or a bleed in the brain. Stroke is the fourth 
biggest killer in the UK but more people are surviving thanks to 
ground-breaking technology and research. Currently there are 
1.2 million stroke survivors in the UK however it is a leading 
cause of disability with 2/3 of people leaving hospital with a dis-
ability.  
 
Stroke Association is working hard to inform people what are 
the signs and symptoms of stroke by working with Public Health 
England on the FAST campaign, but are also committed to pre-
venting strokes through our research and by working in the 
community to tell people about the risk factors associated with 
stroke. High blood pressure is one of those risks and that is 
why since 2003 the Stroke Association has been working with 
RIBI on our ‘Know Your Blood Pressure’ campaign.  In 2016, 
Rotary Clubs organised over 350 events, taking over 23,000 
blood pressures and advising over 6,000 people to make ap-
pointments at their GP surgeries which could have helped save 
their lives. 
 
Stroke Association also provides support on the ground to 
stroke survivors. Over 66,000 stroke survivors a year benefit 
from our support services; we can provide a one off grant of up 
to £300 to fund vital home or personal equipment, or by fund-
ing support to become active in the community; we run a help-
line which has benefitted over 20,000 people as well supporting 
over 400 voluntary Stroke Clubs which enable long term peer 
support to those affected by stroke.  
 

 
 
 
 

Peter J Osborn  Rossett Green  Valley Lane  Bitteswell  Leics. 
Tel: 01455  553178   

email  p.osborn@homecall.co.uk 


